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				A new species, Stenchaetothrips subaequalis, with subequal ocellar setae pairs, is described from India based on specimens collected from leaves of Cynodon dactylon. This species shows sexual dimorphism in colour, with the females brown and the males bicoloured.

			

		

		
			
				Introduction

				The genus Stenchaetothrips Bagnall (1926), in the family Thripidae, is closely related to Thrips Linnaeus, 1758. Both genera share the character of having ctenidia on abdominal tergite VIII posi-tioned postero-mesad to the spiracles and lack ocellar setae pair I. However, Stenchaetothrips can be distinguished by having ocellar setae pair II typically longer than pair III, with pos-tocellar setae S1 and S3 usually very long, and the metascutum sculptured with closely spaced longitudinal striae (Mound 2002). The genus cur-rently includes 44 recognised species (Thrip-sWiki 2025, Reyes et al. 2024), 19 of which have been reported from India (Rachana & Varathara-jan 2017, Tyagi et al. 2024). Members of this genus are generally brown, yellow or bicoloured and occur mainly in Asia, although a few species 

			

		

		
			
				are also known from Australia, Europe, South America and New Zealand (Reyes et al. 2024).

				Species within this genus are primarily asso-ciated with grasses and bamboos, where they typically breed on the leaves rather than within flowers (Tyagi & Kumar 2008). Among them, Stenchaetothrips biformis Bagnall (1913) and S. spinalis Reyes, 1994 are listed as quarantine pests in Europe (Roques et al. 2009). Both S. indicus (Ramakrishna & Margabandhu, 1931) and S. biformis have been introduced into Aus-tralia and the Neotropical regions (Vierbergen 2004, Mound 2011). Stenchaetothrips biformis is a well-known pest of rice across several Asian countries (Reddy et al. 1987, Reyes & Rillon 1994), and it also attacks sugarcane in Australia and India (Madan et al. 1989, Sallam et al. 2013). Meanwhile, S. spinalis is considered a pest of bamboo in the Philippines (Reyes 1994).
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				Here, a new species of Stenchaetothrips, col-lected from leaves of Cynodon dactylon from Karnataka, is described.

				Materials and Methods

				All specimens were slide-mounted in Canada balsam following dehydration through a graded ethanol series. Observations were made using an Olympus BX51 microscope, and images were captured with an Olympus DP23 camera mounted on the microscope. Measurements were taken using a micrometer eyepiece. Morpho-logical identification followed published keys including Bhatti 1982, Wang 2000, Mound 2011, Masumoto & Okajima 2013, Ng & Mound 2015, Zhang & Feng 2017 and Reyes et al. 2024.

				Results

				Stenchaetothrips subaequalis sp. nov.(Figs. 1 and 2)

				Material examined. Holotype: ♀, India, Karnataka, Chik-kamagaluru, Balehonnur, collected on leaves of Cynodon dactylon (Poaceae), 20 November 2024, B. Amarendra (ICAR/NBAIR/THYS/20112024). Paratypes: 6♀♀, 2♂♂, collected together with the holotype. Holotype and paratypes deposited in the National Insect Museum, National Bureau of Agricultural Insect Resources (ICAR-NBAIR), Bengaluru, India.

				Etymology. The species name subaequalis refers to the subequal ocellar setae pairs II and III.

				Description. Female macroptera: Body brown; legs yellow (Fig. 1A); antennal segments I–II pale brown with II slightly paler at apex, III yellowish brown, IV–VII brown; forewing pale in basal fourth, then light brown and paler near apex. Antennae 7-segmented; segment II with microtrichia on dorsal sculpture lines; III and IV each bearing a short forked sense cone (Fig. 1C). Head slightly wider than long; ocellar setae pair II subequal to pair III, setae pair III arising just outside anterior margin of ocellar triangle, shorter than postocular S3 setae; postocular S1 shorter than S3 setae; S2 and S4 setae subequal, shorter than S5 setae (Fig. 1E). Pronotum with uniform transverse striations (Fig. 1D), 2 pairs 

			

		

		
			
				of long, subequal posteroangular setae, 3 pairs of posteromarginal setae. Mesonotal campaniform sensilla present (Fig. 1F), median setae pair in front of posterior margin. Metanotum closely striate, median setae pair placed well behind anterior margin, campaniform sensilla absent (Fig. 1F). Forewing first vein with 3 distal setae; clavus with 5 veinal and 1 discal setae (Fig. 1G). Mesofurca without spinula (two specimens with weak spinula) and metafurca without spinula. Tergite II with 4 lateral marginal setae; tergites III to V or VI with a few weak sculpture lines between S1 setae (Fig. 2A); posterolateral mar-gins of tergites with a few weak triangular cras-pedal microtrichia; tergite VIII with complete posteromarginal comb (Fig. 2D); IX with 2 pairs of campaniform sensilla, median dorsal setae stout, extending to posterior margin. Sternites and pleurotergites with no discal setae; sternite I with two minute setae on anterior margin, ster-nite II with three pairs of minute setae on ante-rior half (Fig. 1H), sternite II with 2 pairs of pos-teromarginal setae, III–VII with 3 pairs, median pair on VII arising in front of margin (Fig. 2B).

				Measurements (holotype female): Distended body length 1135 μm. Head length 100 μm; width across cheeks 135 μm; ocellar setae pair II 20 μm; pair III 18 μm; postocular setae S1 15 μm; S2 8 μm; S3 25 μm; S4 8 μm; S5 14 μm. Pronotum, length 105 μm, width 165 μm. Fore-wing length 608 μm. Antennal segments III–VII 39, 35, 33, 48 and 18 μm long.

				Male macroptera: Body yellowish brown, head brown, legs yellow, abdominal tergites III–VII with median brown markings, VIII–X brown (Fig. 1B); antennal segments I brown, II–III yellow, IV brown with pale base, V–VII brown. Tergal posterior margins smooth, with-out tooth-like lobes, VIII without posteromar-ginal comb (Fig. 2E); IX with setae S1 and S2 in a transverse row, S1 closer to S2 than to each other, anterior paired campaniform sensilla pre-sent (Fig. 2E); sternites III–VII with transverse pore plates (Fig. 2C), less than 0.5 the sternite width.

				Measurements (paratype male): Distended body length 945 μm. Head, length 75 μm; width across cheeks 105 μm. Forewing 508 μm. Ster-nite IV pore plate width 42 μm. Antennal seg-ments III–VII 38, 33, 43, 42 and 14 μm long.
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				Discussion

				The presence of metanotal campaniform sensilla and the mesothoracic furca are known to vary within species (Bhatti 1982, Mound et al. 2017); therefore, these two characters are not consid-ered for species comparison.

				Stenchaetothrips caulis Bhatti, 1982 and S. hullikali Tyagi & Kumar, 2008 are the only other species in the genus with ocellar setae 

			

		

		
			
				pair II subequal to ocellar pair III. However, S. caulis can be differentiated from S. sub-aequalis in having a brown forewing with a pale base, subequal postocular setae II and III, abdominal tergites III–VII with laterally directed teeth all along posterior margin, and tergite VIII with posteromarginal comb in males. Stenchae-tothrips hullikali differs from S. subaequalis in having a bicoloured body in both sexes, a smooth pronotum with a few transverse striae, 
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				Fig. 1. Stenchaetothrips subaequalis sp. nov. —A: Female. — B: Male. — C: Antenna. — D: Pronotum. — E: Head, dorsal. — F: Meso- and metanota. — G: Forewing. — H: Sternite II. Images from the female holotype and male paratype.
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				abdominal tergites V–VIII with small teeth all along posterior margin in males and with very slender transverse pore glands constructed in the middle that are more than half the sternite width.

				In comparison to available descriptions, this new species is superficially similar to S. martini Mound, Gunawardana & Li, 2017 and S. pleio-blasti Masumoto & Okajima, 2013. Stenchae-tothrips martini can be differentiated from S. subaequalis in having ocellar setae pair II longer than pair III, subequal ocellar setae pair II and postocular S3 setae, males with posteromarginal comb represented by a few and variable number of short microtrichia on abdominal tergite VIII, setae S1 and S2 with their bases equidistant on tergite IX and sternites III–VII with transverse 

			

		

		
			
				pore plates that are more than half the sternite width. From S. pleioblasti, the new species differs in having subequal ocellar setae pairs II and III, males without small teeth along posterior margin of abdominal tergites as well as sternites, without posteromarginal comb on tergite VIII and tergite IX with setae S1 closer to S2 than to each other.

				From S. gaomiaoensis Zhang & Feng, 2017, the new species differs in the length of ocellar setae pairs II and III, leg and forewing colour, and the length of posteroangular setae. Moreo-ver, males of S. subaequalis are bicoloured. The new species is similar to S. banhongensis Hu & Feng, 2016, but it can be distinguished from the latter species as follows: subequal ocellar setae pairs II and III, postocular S3 setae longer than 
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				Fig. 2. Stenchaetothrips subaequalis sp. nov. — A: Abdominal tergites III–V. — B: Abdominal sternites V–VII. — C: Male abdominal sternites III–VI — D: Female abdominal tergites VIII–X. — E: Male abdominal tergites VIII–X. Images from the female holotype and male paratype.
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				S2 setae, forewing pale in basal fourth, then light brown and paler near apex, and males with transverse pore plates on abdominal sternites III–VII. Stenchaetothrips spinalis Reyes, 1994 can be differentiated from the new species by having ocellar setae pair II longer than pair III, pair III placed lateral to first ocellus, and a brown forewing with a pale basal fourth.
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A new species, Stenchaetothrips subaequalis, with subequal ocellar setae pairs, is
described from India based on specimens collected from leaves of Cynodon dactylon.
This species shows sexual dimorphism in colour, with the females brown and the

males bicoloured.

Introduction

The genus Stenchaetothrips Bagnall (1926), in
the family Thripidae, is closely related to Thrips
Linnaeus, 1758. Both genera share the character
of having ctenidia on abdominal tergite VIII posi-
tioned postero-mesad to the spiracles and lack
ocellar setae pair I. However, Stenchaetothrips
can be distinguished by having ocellar setac
pair II typically longer than pair III, with pos-
tocellar setae S1 and S3 usually very long, and
the metascutum sculptured with closely spaced
longitudinal striac (Mound 2002). The genus cur-
rently includes 44 recognised species (Thrip-
sWiki 2025, Reyes et al. 2024), 19 of which have
been reported from India (Rachana & Varathara-
jan 2017, Tyagi et al. 2024). Members of this
genus are generally brown, yellow or bicoloured
and occur mainly in Asia, although a few species

are also known from Australia, Europe, South
America and New Zealand (Reyes ef al. 2024).
Species within this genus are primarily asso-
ciated with grasses and bamboos, where they
typically breed on the leaves rather than within
flowers (Tyagi & Kumar 2008). Among them,
Stenchaetothrips biformis Bagnall (1913) and
S. spinalis Reyes, 1994 are listed as quarantine
pests in Europe (Roques et al. 2009). Both S.
indicus (Ramakrishna & Margabandhu, 1931)
and S. biformis have been introduced into Aus-
tralia and the Neotropical regions (Vierbergen
2004, Mound 2011). Stenchaetothrips biformis
is a well-known pest of rice across several Asian
countries (Reddy ef al. 1987, Reyes & Rillon
1994), and it also attacks sugarcane in Australia
and India (Madan ef al. 1989, Sallam et al
2013). Meanwhile, S. spinalis is considered a
pest of bamboo in the Philippines (Reyes 1994).
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